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SQUAW VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 
 

 
Board Member Appointment 

 
DATE:  September 23, 2019 
 
TO: District Board Members 
 
FROM: Jessica Asher, Board Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Appointment of New Board Member to Fill Vacancy 
 
BACKGROUND:  Due to the resignation of Eric Poulsen on September 3, 2019, there is a 

vacancy on the District’s Board of Directors. Mr. Poulsen’s term is a four-year 
term beginning in 2016, this appointment shall be from appointment until the 
next general election in November 2020; as directed by California Government 
Code 1780 (d)(3): 

If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office, but less than 130 
days prior to the next general district election, or if the vacancy occurs in 
the second half of a term of office, the person appointed to fill the 
vacancy shall fill the balance of the unexpired term of office. 
 

The District decided that the Board shall make an appointment pursuant to 
California Government Code 1780 (d)(1) and followed all noticing requirements.  

The remaining members of the district board shall make the appointment 
pursuant to this subdivision within 60 days after either the date on which 
the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the 
vacancy, whichever is later. The district shall post a notice of the vacancy 
in three or more conspicuous places in the district at least 15 days before 
the district board makes the appointment.  The district shall notify the 
county elections official of the appointment no later than 15 days after 
the appointment. 
 

To be eligible to serve on the Board, an individual must be a registered voter in 
the District. This requirement is in California Water Code 30500 as follows: 

Each district shall have a board of five directors each of whom, whether 
elected or appointed, shall be a voter of the district. 
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Voter eligibility is addressed in California Election Codes 321 and 349 as follows: 
321. (a) "Elector" means any person who . . . is a resident of an election 

precinct in this state on or before the day of an election. 
 

349. (a) "Residence" for voting purposes means a person's domicile. 
(b) The domicile of a person is that place in which his or her 
habitation is fixed, wherein the person has the intention of 
remaining, and to which, whenever he or she is absent, the person 
has the intention of returning. At a given time, a person may have 
only one domicile. 
(c) The residence of a person is that place in which the person's 
habitation is fixed for some period of time, but wherein he or she 
does not have the intention of remaining. At a given time, a 
person may have more than one residence. 
 

If the District does not make an appointment within 60-days of notification of 
the vacancy, the Placer County Board of Supervisors has 30-days to appoint a 
replacement. If the Board of Supervisors fails to appoint a new Board Member 
within that time, the District must hold a special election to fill the vacant 
position or the County may order the District to call an election per California 
Government Code 1780 (f)(1). 

If the vacancy is not filled by the district board by appointment, or if the 
district board has not called for an election within 60 days of the date the 
district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the 
vacancy, whichever is later, then the city council of the city in which the 
district is wholly located, or if the district is not wholly located within a 
city, the board of supervisors of the county representing the larger portion 
of the district area in which the election to fill the vacancy will be held, 
may appoint a person to fill the vacancy within 90 days of the date the 
district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the 
vacancy, whichever is later, or the city council or board of supervisors may 
order the district to call an election to fill the vacancy. 

 
DISCUSSION: On September 5, 2019, per Government Code Section 1780(d)(1), the District 

posted the attached notice of vacancy in three locations within the District 
boundary. The notice was published in the Sierra Sun as soon as was possible on 
September 13, 2019 although publishing in a newspaper is not required. As 
usual, the District intends to fill the vacancy by appointment and requested that 
eligible persons interested in being considered for appointment submit an 
application to the Board Secretary no later than noon on Friday, September 13, 
2019.  
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The Special Meeting of the Board will include a 10-15-minute interview of each 
applicant.  The Board President will request that out of respect for each 
applicant and the process, that the other candidates leave the room during each 
interview. 
 
The District received applications from two (2) individuals who are interested in 
being appointed and serving on the SVPSD Board. The applications are attached 
to this Board Report. The applicants will be interviewed in alphabetical order by 
last name, at the approximate times below:  

 10:05 a.m. – Mark Calhoun 
 10:20 a.m – Katherine Hover-Smoot 
 10:40 a.m. – Reconvene for Board Appointment  

 
After all applicants have an opportunity to address the Board, a Board member 
may make a motion to appoint a new member. If that motion is seconded, then 
a vote will take place. If the motion passes, then that individual is appointed to 
the Board of Directors. If the motion does not pass, then another motion 
appointing another individual may be made. If a motion to appoint a new board 
member passes, the new Director will take the Oath of Office and be seated for 
our Regular Board Meeting on September 24, 2019. 
 

ALTERNATIVES: 1. Make an appointment and administer the Oath of Office. 
 
2. Delay appointment, and make an appointment no later than 

November 1, 2019.  
 
3. Call for a Special Election. 
 
4. Allow Placer County Board of Supervisors to make an appointment or hold 

a Special Election. 
 
FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS:  A new Board member will be required to attend the California 

Special Districts Association (CSDA) Special Districts Leadership Academy.  The 
cost of training, accommodations and travel is anticipated to be approximately 
$1,500. Some additional costs associated with other webinars or trainings are 
anticipated.  

 
The approximate cost for a special election is roughly $3 to $7 per registered 
voter. Currently, there are 607 registered voters in Olympic Valley, so the 
approximate cost is $2,000 - $4,000 for a special election.  
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RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the Board follow the process outlined above and 
appoint a Board member at the Special Board Meeting on September 23, 2019. 
Potential Motion: I move that the Board appoint ________ as a Director to fill 
the vacant seat on the Board and request the Board Secretary to administer the 
Oath of Office.  
 

ATTACHMENTS:  Notice of Vacancy. Applications and Letters of Interest.   
 

DATE PREPARED:  September 16, 2019. 
 




