
Underground Propane Tanks 

General Installation of underground tank: 

o Tanks must be installed by qualified and trained individuals.
o ASME containers must be constructed and listed for underground service and MARKED

accordingly.
o Have a factory applied epoxy coating,
o Anode protection
o If ground water is encountered or you are in a high water area. An engineered dead

man system is required.
o See page two of this handout for underground tank locations and setbacks.
o Bottom of hole level and free of rocks. If rocks are present a 6” bed of sand is needed.
o Bottom of the hole must be the proper depth to allow the dome to extend far enough

above finish grade that water will flow away from the dome.
o Tank must be a minimum of 6” below grade or if subject action from traffic, a parking

lot, etc. is encountered, it must 18” below grade and 5’ from a driveway and 10’ from a
public road.

o Backfill must be free of rocks or abrasives
o Install the regulator so the vent is above the highest possible water level.
o Anode bags installed. 1@ 17 lb. for 500 gallon tank, 2@ 17lb. for 1000 gallon tank

Second Stage Regulator:

o Second-stage regulator and riser piping shall be installed on gable end of building,
avoiding shedding ice and snow.

o The second-stage regulator shall be protected with an approved cover.
o An approved gas-shut off valve shall be placed directly upstream of second-stage

regulator.
o Visible identification signs to be placed on building located as high as practicable

directly above the cover.

Snow Stakes:

o LPG tank shall be marked with yellow snow stakes, placed on side opposite of
riser, extending above snow depth by Nov 1st each year and shall remain
the entire snow season.

o Top 18" of stake shall be painted in supplier's color and marked "UG"  in top 6"
for underground tank.

Reference Codes: 2019 CA Plumbing Code, NFPA 58 & 2019 CA Fire Code
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