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SQUAW VALLEY
PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
District Code – Fire Code Updates
DATE:

September 24, 2019

TO:

District Board Members

FROM:

Allen Riley, Fire Chief

SUBJECT:

Revisions to the Squaw Valley Fire Department Fire Prevention Code

BACKGROUND: The Fire Prevention Code serves as a supplement to the California Building
Code, California Fire Code and National Fire Protection Association (“NFPA”)
Standards in situations where local government finds a need to require a
different construction standard to address unique local conditions.
In order to make the modifications and changes that Ordinance 2019‐02 would
make to the 2019 edition of the Fire Code, the Board must make special findings
that the changes are “reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological
or topographical conditions.” (Health & Safety Code 18941.5)
Resolution 2019‐23 is proposed in order that District may comply with the
necessary requirements and procedures to amend the Code to be adopted, in
particular, Section 17958.7 of the Health and Safety Code.
Resolution 2019‐23 authorizes the District Staff to send the draft Ordinance
2019‐02 to Placer County for comment; and authorizes publication of notice and
preparation and publishing of the summary of the Ordinance pursuant to
Government Code Section 25124(b)(1), if no substantive comments are received
from the County.
Adoption of the Ordinance and changes to the Administrative Code will occur
only after a public hearing and public comment, including, but not limited to any
written or verbal comments by the County of Placer.
DISCUSSION: The proposed changes to the Fire Prevention Code are mostly technical in
nature, changing how our Code references the California Fire and Building Codes
as well as the NFPA Standards. The regulations create a higher safety standard
required for climatic, geologic and topographical differences in our District.
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The revisions proposed at this time address several issues:
 Correct and update references to California Codes
 Removal of obsolete Fire Prevention Code sections
 Revised language to clarify the intent of the Fire Prevention Code
 Revised language that regulates installation open flame devices and
appliances.
 Revised language that allows prohibition of open burning at certain times
of the year (using language consistent with that adopted by all of the fire
departments in the region)
 Revised language on structures requiring automatic sprinkler systems.
 Revised language on the requirement and installation of lock boxes.
 Revised language regulating installation and permitting of gates on
private roads
ALTERNATIVES: 1. Adopt Resolution 2019‐23, which directs staff to send a DRAFT of
Ordinance 2019‐02 to Placer County for comments and authorizes
publication of the summary of the Ordinance and Notice of Public Hearing
if no substantive comments are received from the County.
2. Direct staff to modify the proposed changes and resubmit later.
FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS: No fiscal impact.
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution 2019‐23.
ATTACHMENTS: Fire Code Adoption Timeline.
DATE PREPARED: September 18, 2019
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SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT / PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
2019 Fire Code – Ordinance # 2019-02
Timeline for Adoption/Approval
DATE

1

9/24/2019

DESCRIPTION

Prepare meeting agenda and
place Ordinance # 2019-02 on
agenda for introduction at
09/24/2019 meeting and
adoption of Resolution 201923.

NOTES
Per the standard Brown Act requirements, the
agenda should be posted at least 72 hours prior to
the meeting. This Ordinance is currently scheduled
to be introduced at the September 2019 regular
Board Meeting.
We recommend that the full title of the Ordinance be
included on the Agenda.
(Gov. Code § 54954.2)
1. President first calls the Ordinance as agenda item
and reads the full title of the Ordinance.
2. After reading the title, the President may
entertain a motion (1) to waive further reading of
the entire ordinance; (2) that the publication
requirements of Government Code Section 25124
shall be met by the publication of a summary of the
ordinance, and (3) that the District Secretary and
General Counsel are designated to prepare and
publish the summary.
3. Discussion of Ordinance among Board and
members of public.

2

09/24/2019

Board introduces, reads, and
approves draft ordinance by
adoption of Resolution 201923. Board directs draft be sent
to County for comment.

4. After the discussion, the Board makes special
findings that modifications or changes that the
Ordinance would make to the 2019 edition of the
Fire Code are “reasonably necessary because of
local climatic, geological or topographical
conditions.” (Health & Safety Code 18941.5)
Board directs draft to be sent to the County for
comments and authorizes publication of notice if no
substantive comments are received from the County.
5. If, based on the discussion, the Board alters the
proposed language of the Ordinance, the summary
of the Ordinance must reflect the Ordinance as
revised.
(Health & Safety Code §§ 13869.7, 17958.7,
18941.5(b); Gov. Code §§ 25124, 61060)
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SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT / PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
2019 Fire Code – Ordinance # 2019-02
Timeline for Adoption/Approval
DATE

3

No later
than
11/1/2019
(Target
9/25/19)

4

No later
than
12/1/2019
(Target
10/25/2019)

5

Target
10/28 for
publishing
11/1 and
11/8 (if
P.H. is
11/17/19
Board Mtg)

DESCRIPTION

Letter to County transmitting
draft Ordinance for comment
Sent _____

NOTES
The letter transmitting the draft Ordinance to Placer
County for comment must be sent at least 30 days
before the first Notice of Hearing is published (Step
5)

(Health & Safety Code § 13869.7(b))
The County must have 30 days to submit comments.
If the County does not submit any substantive
comments, the District may publish Notice of the
Deadline for County to submit Hearing on the Ordinance, and may proceed forward
with considering and adopting the Ordinance.
comments (Step 3 +30 days)
Received _________
(Health & Safety Code § 13869.7(b).)
The notice shall state the time and place of the
hearing, that a copy of the Fire Code is on file at the
secretary’s office, and a brief description of the
Ordinance. Notice must be published after the
County’s deadline for comments has passed.
Publish notice of hearing on
proposed ordinance one time
per week for two weeks, with
first publication at least 14
days before the hearing.

We suggest publication dates no later than 12/3/2019
and 12/10/2019 based on a hearing set for the
December regular Board Meeting (Dec. 17, 2019).
Notice must be published no later than (14 days
before the hearing).
(Health & Safety Code §§ 13869.7; 13869; Gov.
Code §§ 50022.3, 6066)
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SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT / PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
2019 Fire Code – Ordinance # 2019-02
Timeline for Adoption/Approval
DATE

DESCRIPTION

NOTES

6

No later
than
11/4/2019
(if P.H. is
11/17/19
Board Mtg)

The copy of the Fire Code must be available for
public inspection while on file at the secretary’s
office at least 15 days before the hearing (Step 8).
After adoption of the Fire Code, this copy may be
File one copy of the Fire Code transferred to the Fire Marshal’s office (SVPSD Fire
(and any other codes
Chief) and shall be kept there for public inspection
referenced in the Fire Code) in while the Fire Code is in force.
the District secretary’s office.
(Gov. Code §§ 25124, 50022.6, 61060)

1. Publication: Summary of Ordinance as
proposed must be published in a newspaper within
the SVPSD boundaries at least five days prior to the
Board meeting at which the Board will consider the
Ordinance for adoption.
7

No later
than
11/14/19

Publish Summary of
Note: The Ordinance must be adopted at a regularly
Ordinance and post Ordinance scheduled Board meeting.
at the District office
2. Posting: A certified copy of the full Ordinance
must be posted at the District office during same
five-day period.
(Gov. Code §§ 25124, 50022.6, 61060)

8

11/19/19

Public hearing on proposed
Ordinance. Board adopts
Ordinance after hearing.

A final reading of the Ordinance and vote on the
Ordinance has tentatively been scheduled for
December 17, 2019 Board meeting.
Voting procedures are the same as for any ordinary
district proposal.
(Gov. Code §§ 50022.4, 61060, 25131.)
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SQUAW VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT / PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
2019 Fire Code – Ordinance # 2019-02
Timeline for Adoption/Approval

9

DATE

DESCRIPTION

ASAP after
Step 8

Send adopted Ordinance to
County for ratification.
County must notify the district
of the Board of Supervisors’
ratification within 15 days
after the Supervisors take the
action.

10

No later
than
12/04/19

Publish summary and post
Ordinance at District office
for one week, beginning no
later than 15 days after
adoption of the Ordinance.

NOTES
The statute does not limit the time within which
Board of Supervisors must take the action, but the
ordinance is not effective until Placer County has
ratified it and the District has filed it with the
California Building Standards Commission. (See
Step 11)
(Health & Safety Code § 13869.7(c))
1. Publication: Summary of Ordinance as adopted
must be published for one week in a newspaper
published within the SVPSD boundaries, beginning
no later than 15 days after the ordinance was
adopted. The published summary must include a list
of the Board members voting for or against the
ordinance.
2. Posting: Post a certified copy of the entire
Ordinance and a list of the Board members voting
for and against the ordinance. The posting must be
placed in a “prominent” location within 15 days
following adoption and must remain up for a oneweek period.
(Gov. Code § 25124(a).)

11

ASAP after
County
reply from
Step 9

File final Ordinance with the
California Building Standards
Commission.

Ordinance is not deemed effective until filed with
the Commission.
(Health & Safety Code §§ 13869.7(a), 17958.7,
18941.5(b))
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