OLYMPIC VALLEY
PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

The Community Dumpster Facility is scheduled to permanently close on
September 12, 2022 due to persistent abuse of the facility and rising costs to
maintain it.
Recurring violations at the site include dumping of couches, appliances, mattresses, commercial
garbage, and construction debris. As the dumpsters fill quickly from illicit dumping, household
trash is often deposited on the ground and is an easy score for bears, raccoons, and dogs. The
unsightly scattered mess left behind on-site and beyond requires frequent clean-up by District
staff. In addition, costs were scheduled to increase sharply to maintain the same dumpster
capacity and collection frequency.
There has been a steady increase in use and abuse of the Community Dumpster Facility over the
years from contractors as well as other businesses and short-term rental operators from both in
and outside the Valley. The site is an attractive alternative considering the time and money saved
by avoiding the required travel time and fees to dump waste properly at the Eastern Regional
Landfill six miles away on Cabin Creek Road.
Without an increase in rates to directly pay for the Community Dumpster Facility, Tahoe Truckee
Sierra Disposal Company (TTSD) proposed a reduction in service levels at the site that would have
included a 50% reduction in dumpster capacity and a reduction in the frequency the dumpsters
are emptied to once per week. Until now, trash was collected from the site as many times as
needed to maintain available space in the dumpsters, which averaged 2½ times per week. To
maintain the same level of service at the site, costs would increase more than the 10% rate hike
already proposed for this year.
The District’s Garbage Committee explored alternatives to the facility at a meeting in early July. On
August 30, 2022, the Board of Directors made the difficult decision to permanently close the site.
While the Directors acknowledged the popularity of the facility by some residents who used it
responsibly, they also considered the necessary rate increase indefensible.
Residents are currently allowed to leave as many as four (4) trash cans per week for curbside pickup. As only a minority of customers use the site responsibly, the rate increase imposed on all
customers would have effectively subsidized users who aren’t supposed to use the site at all. Over
the next few months, the Board of Directors will consider effective and affordable ways to support
the installation of bear boxes for Olympic Valley residents who don’t already have one.
The August 30, 2022 Board Report with additional information is available here.
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