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PlumpJack Municipal Well Project

T

he District began discussing a new well at the
PlumpJack Squaw Valley Inn site in 2002 when
there were plans to renovate the hotel and
restaurant. At that time, the developer proposed
modifying the existing on‐site
irrigation well to conform to
drinking water standards and
providing it to the District. The
District did not support this
concept and began working with
the developer to site a new
municipal water supply well on the
property.
The location of the
PlumpJack parcel overlies a
portion of the aquifer considered
to produce the highest quantity
and best quality water in the
Valley. Development of a new well
in this area is a critical element in
the District’s long term water
supply planning. Goal 1 of the
District’s Strategic Plan is to
“Develop and maintain a high quality water supply that
meets the needs of our community today and in the
future.” The PlumpJack Well is key to meeting the
objectives and goals of the Strategic Plan as they relate to
water supply. Along with the well providing water supply to

meet the demands of future customers, it will also provide
a vital source of redundancy and reliability to the District’s
current water supply.
The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
PlumpJack project was approved by Placer
County in early 2017. The EIR studied two
potential well sites on the parcel; the only
acceptable site is located at the southwest
corner of the property. Since the County’s
approval of the EIR, the District has
secured easements to construct the new
well.
Renovation of the existing
PlumpJack facility is expected to begin in
May 2018, and to keep pace with the
development schedule, the District will
construct the new well in two phases.
Phase 1 was recently completed and
included drilling and testing the new well.
Preliminary results of the testing indicate
the well may produce up to 450 gallons per
minute with water quality that meets all
State and Federal drinking water standards. Phase 2
includes the design and construction of the well house
and related facilities. The District anticipates that the new
well will cost $1.4 million, and will be online by October
2018.

MEET THE NEW FACES AT THE DISTRICT
We are very excited to announce the addition of Sam
Donahue to our team! Sam comes to us from the US Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Management where he was a
wildland firefighter for the last 13 years.
Sam has lived in the Tahoe area since 2003. He and his wife
have two boys, ages 2 and 4. When he’s not working, he
enjoys playing with his kids, skiing, fly fishing, hunting,
mountain biking and running.
If you see Sam out and about in the valley, please help us in
welcoming him to SVPSD!
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
STAFF NEWS
Congratulations to PT Firefighter Jens
Schneyder and his wife who had a
baby boy this past summer as well as
Firefighter Michael Sacci and his wife
who welcomed a baby girl this
December. Congratulations, also to
Captain Chris DeDeo and Denise on
their wedding this past summer.
SVFD is planning on having a
presence in the West end of the
valley again this winter in partnership
with Squaw Valley Resort. The old fire
station at 1810 will be staffed during
the day on weekends and holidays.

NEW APPARATUS
The Department took delivery of a
new HME Type III (wildland
firefighting) engine. The new Type III
engine will be our “first out” engine
for wildland fires in our area as well
as for mutual aid throughout the
state. The older 1999 Type III engine
will remain in our fleet and will be
available for additional wildland fire
response and when the new Type III
is out of the area.

AVALANCHE SAFETY
RESOURCES
Last winter we saw avalanches on
Alpine Meadows Road and Hwy 89.
We feel fortunate that we did not
experience any avalanches outside of
the SV Ski Resort. We will continue
to send updates through Nixle when
concerns are high. If you have not yet
subscribed, text “96146” to 888777.
The Sierra Avalanche Center is also
an excellent resource for avalanche
information
www.sierraavalanchecenter.org,
which includes advisory by elevation,
current avalanche problems,
conditions, observations and weather.
There is also a recorded avalanche
advisory at : 530/587-3558 X258.
As always, ski with a trained and
equipped buddy, carry a beacon,
shovel and probe, and let someone
know where you’re going and when
to expect you back.

Fire and Life Safety Systems in Your Home
There are several different systems in your home designed to provide protection from fire and
other potential risks in the home. Here’s a quick rundown of types of devices, how they should be
installed and their maintenance needs.
Smoke Detectors
Current building and fire codes require a smoke detector in each bedroom and in the hallway
outside a bedroom on every level where bedrooms are located. That’s a really good standard of
coverage and it’s easy to understand and implement. It is recommended to change the batteries in
your smoke detectors when changing clocks to and from Daylight Savings The industry
recommendation is to replace smoke detectors every ten years. After ten years, the detector may
still work and will probably alarm when the ‘test’ button is pressed, but it is likely that the
sensitivity of the device will have diminished over time.
Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are required to be installed within 20’ of each bedroom - so that
an alarm will be heard by the occupants of the room. If there is a potential source of carbon
monoxide within the bedroom (like a fireplace or wood/pellet/gas stove) install a CO detector inside
the bedroom as well. There are excellent combination smoke and CO detectors, so you can satisfy
both needs with one unit placed in the corridor. CO alarms have a somewhat shorter lifespan than
smoke detectors and should be replaced about every 6 years.
Fire Sprinkler Systems
If you have a fire sprinkler system in your home, you’ve probably all but forgotten that it’s there.
That’s good, but fire sprinklers DO require a little annual maintenance and we encourage you to be
diligent about that. Having an annual fire sprinkler system checkup by a qualified contractor will
make sure that the system is ready to work in the event that it is ever needed. An annual service
will include testing the anti-freeze in the system (making sure that the system will be protected
from freezing and a potential leak), a test to confirm that all of the valves are open and operating
correctly and checking the flow switch so that you’ll be warned that the system is flowing water
(and hopefully we will be notified as well and can respond and turn it off). Your sprinkler system
has a black-flow device which requires annual testing and certification as well - it’s a good idea to
have the two tests done at the same time every year.
Fire Extinguishers
It is a good idea to have at least one fire extinguisher that is mounted in a visible, accessible
location. It’s an even better idea to have additional fire extinguishers near the kitchen and wood
stove (if you are burning wood or pellets).
Knox Box
It’s a key box mounted on the exterior of your home that provides us with emergency access that
doesn’t involve breaking anything. We love breaking things and we’re very proficient at it, but if
we need to access your home in an emergency (or a situation that just seems like one) it is faster,
easier and much less expensive to use a key than an axe. If you don’t have a Knox Box, you can
order one online (we recommend the Model 1650 Residential - the least expensive model) at
www.knoxbox.com - specify Squaw Valley Fire Department and call us so we can help you find a
good location to mount it.

Nixle Will Keep You Informed
We continue to be excited about Nixle as a way of better communicating emergency information
to our residents. The texted information and link allow us to provide rapid and effective
notification to our community - it’s easy to subscribe and equally easy to unsubscribe if you choose,
simply text our zip code - 96146 - to 888777 on your phone - you’ll receive a confirmation text
immediately. We texted information several times last winter with avalanche advisories and will
continue to notify residents of emergency notifications. We try to limit the amount of notices that
go out to maintain a level of importance when you receive a text from us.
For more information, see: http://www.nixle.com/
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Truckee River Siphon Project
Until the mid-seventies, there were three
sewage treatment plants in operation in Squaw Valley.
In 1976, when the Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency
(TTSA) was formed, a trunk pipeline, known as the
Truckee River Interceptor (TRI), was constructed along
the Truckee River to convey sewage from Tahoe City,
Alpine Meadows, and Squaw Valley to a new regional
wastewater treatment facility in Truckee. Installed at the
same time was the Squaw Valley Interceptor, a pipeline
ranging in size from 10 to 15 inches in diameter, running
from the Village to the TRI on the east side of the
Truckee River. The District has been responsible for the
line in Squaw Valley since 1976.
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Part of the Squaw Valley Interceptor includes
the Truckee River Siphon (Siphon). The Siphon begins
approximately 0.5 mile north of the entrance to Squaw
Valley on the west side of Highway 89 and extends

under the highway and under the Truckee River,
terminating on the east side of the Truckee River. The
Siphon includes approximately 340 linear feet of 10-inch
mortar-lined and coated ductile iron pipe. The Truckee
River Siphon conveys the entire sewage flow out of
Olympic Valley.
Recent inspections have indicated that the
Siphon is reaching the end of its useful life. A highresolution, 360-degree, panoramic television inspection
was performed on the Siphon in 2016 which revealed
multiple areas of lining failure. As the Siphon’s coating
deteriorates, the pipe’s likelihood of failure increases.
The Truckee River Siphon is arguably the most
critical single asset in the District’s sewer collection
system. The Siphon is currently a single pipeline and the
final segment of the Squaw Valley Interceptor. Unlike
other sewer pipelines in the Valley, maintenance and
repair of the Siphon poses major challenges to the
District’s operations staff, requiring sewer bypass piping
with difficult access. If the Siphon were to fail, the
following critical consequences are likely:
 Sewer overflow into the Truckee River;
 Impacts to human health and the environment;
 Damage to public and private property; and
 Civil monetary penalties levied by the Regional
Water Quality Control Board.
As a matter of public health and safety, it is
imperative that the Truckee River Siphon be replaced to
provide the necessary reliability and redundancy to
support the needs of the residents of Olympic Valley.
The existing Siphon will be replaced with two
high density polyethylene parallel pipelines; one 12inches in diameter, the other 16-inches. The new Siphon
system will run parallel to the existing line, at a depth of
10–15 feet below the river bottom for a linear distance of
approximately 350 feet where it will connect to the TRI
on the east side of the Truckee River.
The District is currently designing and permitting
the project which is expected to cost $1.25 million, and
anticipated to be constructed in late-summer and early
fall of 2018.

Don’t Forget to Claim your Toilet Rebate!!!
The Toilet Rebate Program is still open! The District received a grant to replace up to 200
water wasting toilets by offering participants a $100 refund on a qualified purchase of a
new 1.6 Gallon per Flush (GPF) WaterSense compliant toilet.
The process is simple! Just contact the District prior to replacing your existing toilet, fill out
an application and we’ll send someone over to make sure you qualify!
To qualify, your house must have been built prior to 1994, and your old toilet must use more
than two gallons per flush.
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305 Squaw Valley Road
Post Office Box 2026
Olympic Valley, CA 96146
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Squaw Valley Bike Trail Snow Removal Update

he PSD is geared-up and staffed-up for its seventh winter removing snow on Squaw Valley’s bike trails. After a
successful two-year pilot program, the District extended the plowed trail network by an additional mile, providing
an excellent alternative to the multitude of outdoor activities available to visitors and residents. The Class I bike trail
runs from the traffic light on Hwy 89 to both the Village and the Resort at Squaw Creek.
This winter, Placer County is providing snow removal service at Squaw Valley Park for
the first time ever! This is a great amenity to the Bike Trail Snow Removal Program adding
parking and access with a new eastern trailhead. Now you can park at the Park to access
the trail: saunter east a short distance to the Tower of Nations or head west for about a mile
to the Resort at Squaw Creek, two miles to make it all the way to the Village.
While users of the trail won’t see or experience any difference in service this winter,
there are changes behind the scenes with how the Bike Trail Snow Removal Program is
funded. The PSD is providing snow removal services through a contract with Placer County
using Transient Occupancy Taxes, or TOT. For the last six winters, the program was funded
two-thirds by TOT administered by the North Lake Tahoe Resort Association and Placer
County and one-third by generous contributions from the Resort at Squaw Creek, SV

Business Association, SV Ski Resort, and the SV Property Owners Association.

IS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CURRENT?
It is very important for the District to have your current mailing address, phone
number and email address on file in order for us to contact you if we become
aware of an emergency at your residence. This information is confidential and
will not leave our office.
If you would like to provide us with your updated information,
please visit our website at www.svpsd.org and select the
“CONTACT US” tab at the top of the homepage!

Board of Directors
Meetings
Regularly scheduled
meetings are held the last
Tuesday of each month at
8:30 a.m. at 305 Squaw
Valley Road, Olympic
Valley, California.

Page 4

