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Clarity in Squaw Valley’s Water Supply

T

he proposed Village at Squaw
Valley Specific Plan (VSVSP)
has generated volumes of evaluations and
analyses, and much public discussion about
its impacts on our community. Enmeshed in
the information intended to shape public
opinion about the project are two
misrepresentative claims that are widely
distributed and cause the Squaw Valley
Public Service District concern. The first is
that the Village Project will strain local
water supplies. The second assertion is the
PSD is already looking to import water from
Martis Valley due to limited supply. These
statements are misleading and distort facts
and could regrettably result in a public
misunderstanding.
The PSD worked diligently over its
52-year history to earn the trust of the
community we serve. The maintenance of
the public’s trust guides our work in
providing high levels of water, sewer and
fire protection services, especially as we
wade through a period of planning for
development at a pace unprecedented since
the 1960 Olympics. Our concern is not the
expression of opinion about a development
project or a legitimate, data-based challenge

to an analysis (which we welcome): it is that
public trust may be compromised because of
oft-repeated
inaccurate,
misleading
information.
Local water supply in Squaw Valley
is sufficient to supply the proposed VSVSP
project and 20-years of additional nonproject growth. On behalf of Placer County
and using best available science, the PSD
prepared the Water Supply Assessment
(WSA) for the project.
We used
conservative assumptions and paid to have
the results peer-reviewed and verified by a
licensed
independent
third-party
hydrogeologist. The WSA was released in
July, 2014 during a historic drought in
California. So to ensure we were evaluating
available water supply in the driest
conditions, we started over and updated the
WSA in 2015, incorporating data from the
four-year drought into the analyses.
SVPSD is not seeking a redundant
water supply to support new development in
Squaw Valley. The need for a redundant
water supply is for the same reason every
other water purveyor seeks or maintains
supply redundancy: to guarantee water
supply for its customers in emergencies.

SVPSD identified the need for an alternate
water supply and evaluated potential sources
– including Martis Valley - in 2009, before
the acquisition of Squaw Valley Resort by
KSL and long before any discussion of an
expanded Village. In January of 2016, we
completed another evaluation to identify a
preferred alternative to import water from
Martis Valley and concluded that the best
option for a redundant water supply is an
emergency inter-tie with a purveyor in
Truckee.
It is important to us that our
customers and the regional community
understand these facts because we cherish
and work hard for the trust we earn and think
we deserve. We understand there are a
variety of opinions about development in
Squaw Valley, Truckee and on the North
Shore and the PSD supports a broad
understanding of the assorted impacts they’ll
bring. Our website, svpsd.org has all of the
evaluations and analyses we’ve performed to
ensure we maintain and protect our ability to
provide the high levels of service currently
enjoyed by our existing customers and to
prepare for proposed development projects.

Don’t Forget to Claim your Toilet Rebate!!!

O

ur Toilet Rebate Program is still open! The District
received a grant to replace up to 200 water wasting
toilets by offering participants a $100 refund on a qualified
purchase of a new 1.6 Gallon per Flush (GPF) WaterSense
compliant toilet.
The process is simple! Just contact the District prior to
replacing your existing toilet, fill out an application and we’ll
send someone over to make sure you qualify!
To qualify, your house must have been built prior to 1994,
and your old toilet must use more than two gallons per flush.
Each house may receive a rebate for up to 2 toilets.
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MEET THE NEW FACES AT THE DISTRICT
Fred Ilfeld
Board Member
Dr. Fred Ilfeld was elected to the
District's Board of Directors in
November 2016. Dr. Ilfeld has
been a homeowner in the Valley
since 1979 and a full time resident
since 1999. He had a private
practice of psychiatry and
psychotherapy, first in Sacramento
and then in Squaw Valley, and is
now currently retired. His particular
expertise is in small group dynamics and group psychotherapy. Over
four decades he taught psychiatric resident physicians at
U.C. Davis School of Medicine and then at U.N.R. School
of Medicine. With his wife Barbara he also taught group
therapy principles to mental health professionals at the regional and national level.
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A California native, Dr. Ilfeld was raised in southern California. His undergraduate studies were at Yale University,
with a major in the social and behavioral sciences. After
obtaining his MD degree from Harvard Medical School, Dr.
Ilfeld undertook psychiatric specialty training at Stanford
University. While at Stanford he also obtained a master's
degree in sociology. Following his medical training Dr.
Ilfeld did epidemiological research into "social origins of
stress and coping" at the National Institutes of Mental
Health in Bethesda, Maryland.
Locally, Dr. Ilfeld was a ten year member and a chairman
of the Board of Directors for the Tahoe Truckee Community
Foundation. Starting in 2013 he led the effort to
incorporate Olympic Valley as a town for the purpose of
increasing local oversight over Valley revenues and services. In late 2015 the incorporation proponents withdrew
their application, as Placer County LAFCO (Local Agency
Formation Commission) persisted in aligning with the
County administration in considering the project to be
fiscally untenable.

Jessica Grunst
Account Clerk II & HR Specialist
We are very excited to
announce the addition of
Jessica Grunst to our team!
Jessica has worked in Squaw
Valley for the past 13 years as
the Accounting and Human
Resources Manager at
PlumpJack. She began
working at the District in July,
and has already made a huge
difference in our office. We
feel very fortunate to have
her!
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Jessica moved to the Tahoe area right out of high
school with her boyfriend, Jason. They have now been
married for 11 years, and are raising two adventurous
and hilarious boys, Weston, age 7, and Colton, age 4.
When she’s not in the office, Jessica enjoys cooking,
hanging out with her family, and running her and
Jason’s company, Pro-Concrete.

Election Results
Eric Poulsen—Re-Elected
Vice President
Bill Hudson—Re-Elected
(ran unopposed)
Director
Carl Gustafson—Re-Elected
Director
Fred Ilfeld—Newly Elected
Director

Big Changes Coming To Tahoe
City this Year
Construction on the SR 89/Fanny Bridge
Community Revitalization Project is set to begin
Spring 2017. To the right is the Construction
Timeline, and for the most up to date information,
go to:
http://www.tahoetransportation.org/fanny-new-1.
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305 Squaw Valley Road
Post Office Box 2026
Olympic Valley, CA 96146

IS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CURRENT?
It is very important for the District to have your current mailing address, phone
number and email address on file in order for us to contact you if we become
aware of an emergency at your residence. This information is confidential and
will not leave our office.
If you would like to provide us with your updated information, please
visit our website at www.svpsd.org and select the “CONTACT US” tab
at the top of the homepage!

Board of Directors
Meetings
Regularly scheduled
meetings are held the last
Tuesday of each month at
8:30 a.m. at 305 Squaw
Valley Road, Olympic
Valley, California.

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
The Squaw Valley Public Service District is proud to supply safe, reliable and healthy water that meets or
exceeds State and Federal public health standards for drinking water. Annually, the District publishes a water
quality report titled "Consumer Confidence Report" (CCR) as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA). The purpose of the CCR is to raise customers’ awareness of the quality of their drinking water,
where it comes from, what it takes to deliver water to their homes, and the importance of
protecting drinking water sources.
In recent years the District has mailed its customers a printed copy of the CCR to comply
with the SDWA. The California Department of Public Health has expanded its interpretation
of the SDWA to allow for electronic delivery of the CCR. To view our 2015 Consumer Confidence Report and learn more about your drinking water, please visit the following URL:
http://www.svpsd.org/sites/default/files/AnnualWaterQualityReport2015.pdf
If you would like a paper copy of the 2015 CCR mailed to your mailing address or would
like to speak with someone about the report, please call (530) 583-4692.
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